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Chapter: University of Iowa
Bridges worked on: Mata Palo and 
Samulali, Nicaragua;

Nate is now a researcher working in
biomass gasification and a teaching
assistant for programming classes.

What’s the funniest thing that ever happened to you on a bridge site?

There was an enormous tree that needed to be cut down near our site. Some 
professionals were called in to cut it down, and a lot of people came out to 
watch when it finally came down. When it fell, there was a huge crash, you 
could feel the ground shake. But then, we heard a loud humming noise. It 
turned out that there had been an extremely large beehive near the top of the 
tree. Everybody ran like crazy to get away from the thousands of bees. Nobody 
was hurt, but we couldn’t go near the site for the rest of the day!

Are there any engineering projects you are currently working on?

For my research, I am investigating the use of biomass and trash to produce 
energy in a cleaner and more efficient manner. For my senior design project, I 
am developing plans for a pelletizing plant to help displace coal for the 
university.

What first drew you to engineering?

I wanted to go into a field where I would be able to use my talents to learn 
difficult subjects that can be applied to situations that could improve the lives 
of other people.
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What’s your essential gear that never gets left at home?

I always travel with my iPod Nano (10 years old now?) and a deck of cards. 
The Nano is my favorite way to relax on my own time, and the cards are a 
great and simple way to do something fun with literally anybody!


